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The National Park Hunsrück-Hochwald
The German federal states of Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland created the roughly 10,000 hectares large, cross-bordered, national park Hunsrück-Hochwald in the southwest of Germany between the small towns of Idar-Oberstein, Birkenfeld, Hermeskeil, Morbach and Nonnweiler. It opened Pentecost 2015.
Ancient beech trees, moors, arnica and nardus grasslands, as well as large differences in altitude and temperature in a close area, are characteristics for the national park Hunsrück-Hochwald.
The motto "Let nature be nature" defines the most important purpose of its protection. The transitional period from a cultivated area to a completely natural environment, will take up to 30 years. Afterwards, there will be uncultivated, natural development across the entire National park. The National Park is a contribution to the preservation of biodiversity, an engine to the region’s development and offers new opportunities to experience nature. 
Unprecedented is also the engagement of the region in the decision making process concerning the selection of the area or the design of the National Park.
A bill contains provisions for the development and organization of the park, the participation of the region and measures of the regional development.
The National Park is an opportunity to the Hunsrück region, which is located between the vineyards of the Moselle in the north and the romantic Rhine in the east. Its goal is to achieve a balanced mix of unique landscape, nature conservation, sustainable tourism and sustainable regional development.
National Parks are not only for nature and species protection. Furthermore, they are also the front and magnet for a region. A combination of natural and cultural heritage makes the western Hunsrück region unique: Celtic-Roman monuments and gemstone mines in the middle of rugged cliffs, moors and vast forests, the rich flora and fauna, and one of the largest wild forest cat populations in Europe.
Local guests can obtain more information in three visitor centers located in Kempfeld (Wildenburg), at Erbeskopf (Hunsrückhaus) and Otzenhausen (Celtic Park).
The park is located about 90 miles southwest of Frankfurt Airport or about 60 miles east of Luxembourg Airport.

Further written information can be obtained by contacting:
Nationalparkamt Hunsrück-Hochwald, Brückener Straße 24, 55765 Birkenfeld, Germany
Phone: +49 6131 8841520; Email: poststelle@nlphh.de; 
www.nationalpark-hunsrueck-hochwald.de

Hunsrück-Touristik GmbH, Gebäude 663, 55483 Hahn-Flughafen, Germany
Phone: +49 6543 507700, Email: info@hunsruecktouristik.de, www.hunsruecktouristik.de
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