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Adventure and adrenaline 
on the most beautiful suspension rope bridge in Germany
You can feel the adrenalin pumping through your veins when you see Germany's most beautiful suspension rope bridge for the first time. In the middle of the Hunsrück, the Geierlay Bridge hovers a hundred metres above a deep, densely wooded stream valley between the villages of Mörsdorf and Sosberg and is an impressive 360 metres long. Modelled on Nepalese suspension rope bridges, it is an impressive attraction for those with a head for heights and adventurers. You have to be a little brave to walk the entire length. But the views and the feeling afterwards, once you have made it, are indescribable.
Following the start of construction on 26 May 2015, the longest pedestrian suspension rope bridge in Germany until May 2017 was opened on 3 October 2015 after a construction period of just 130 days. It was given its name "Geierlay" in an open public competition. Geierslay is the name of an old parcel of land over which the bridge crosses. 
The bridge, which is suspended on four 40 mm thick suspension cables, is covered with a 6 cm thick decking made of local Douglas fir and was realised by the experienced Swiss specialist company CrestaGeo. The bridge structure was planned by engineer Hans Pfaffen, who has already realised several such structures in the Swiss Alps, but none of this size. 
A visitor centre was built in the village of Mörsdorf. There is also an information point where you can find lots of information about the bridge and its surroundings. 
The bridge is connected to stages 19 (Blankenrath-Mittelstrimmig-Mörsdorf) and 20 (Mörsdorf - Kastellaun) of the Saar-Hunsrück Climb, the 415-kilometre premium long-distance hiking trail between Perl/Moselle, Trier and Boppard/Rhine.
For further information, please consult following web page:
Suspension Bridge Geierlay, www.geierlay.de
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GEIERLAY SUSPENSION BRIDGE - Questions & Answers
Q: Does the bridge cost admission?
A: No, the bridge is free of charge and accessible for everyone.

Q: Is the bridge accessible at all times?
A: Generally spoken, yes. Crossing the bridge is at your own risk. Due to inclement weather (e.g. storm, ice and hurricane), the bridge may be closed temporarily and at short notice.

Q: May I cross the bridge with a bike?
A: Yes, however, please push the bike across the bridge.

Q: Is it possible to cross the bridge with a stroller?
A: The width of the pathway across the bridge is 85 cm. Therefore, strollers should be narrower (e.g. small buggy) so oncoming pedestrians can pass.

Q: May dogs cross the bridge?
A: Yes, if they dare. However, please keep dogs on a leash at all times.

Q: May I drive all the way to the bridge?
A: No. The bridge itself is accessible only by foot or bike. There are plenty of parking lots at Mörsdorf und Sosberg.

Q: Where can I park the car and how much does it cost?
A: Only the signposted car parks are to be used and the parking guidance system in the village of Mörsdorf should be observed. In the village streets, access roads and car parks are reserved exclusively for residents. Parking fees are charged in the car parks. 
The income from the parking fees is used to cover the running costs, such as regular safety inspections, maintenance of the facilities around the attraction, e.g. the toilet facilities, cleaning of the access routes, etc.

Q: How far is it from the visitor center to the bridge?
A: The bridge can be reached by a 1.8 km long access path. With the exception of a 300 meter long graveled section, the path is entirely asphalted. Please follow the sign “Geierlay”.

Q: Where can I find information material (e.g. flyers, maps, etc.)?
A: The visitor center hosts an information terminal. On the parking at the visitor center of Mörsdorf is also an information point situated. Various printed materials are also available there. You may also contact the tourist information of Kastellaun or the Zeller Land Tourismus in Zell/Mosel or the Hunsrück Tourist Board.

Q: How long, how wide, how tall, how heavy is the bridge?
A: 360 m long, 100 m above ground. The width of the wooden floor ranges between 85 cm (center) and 140 cm (head of bridge). The weight of the bridge is 57 tons.

Q: Does the bridge move when crossing?
A: Barely as the cables stabilize the bridge. According to static calculations, the bridge withstands wind speeds of 200 km/h and more.

Q: How many people can cross the bridge at the same time?
A: The bridge supports a weight of 50 tons, which equals 600 people at an average weight of 80 kg.

Q: How long did it take to build the bridge?
A: The construction time took only 6 months, from March to October 2015.

Q: How expensive was it to build the bridge?
A: Roughly 1.2 million Euros. About 700,000 Euros have been contributed by the State of Rhineland-Palatinate and by the LEADER initiative, a European Union initiative to support rural development. The surrounding municipalities and the Town of Kastellaun have contributed roughly 90,000 Euro. Mörsdorf is covering the remaining costs.
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